
Reflection papers: 
During the training segment of the class, you will be required to type weekly one-page, 
single-spaced reflection papers. In these papers, you must - in your own words - review 
our class discussion AND the week’s readings, capturing the principles of both. These 
will be due at the beginning of the class sessions in the first five weeks of the semester 
(see schedule for exact due dates). Each paper should 1) show us you paid attention to the 
discussion and did the reading 2) demonstrate that you have thought about the discussion 
and what you read 3) show that you have analyzed the material, based on both your own 
experiences and knowledge you’ve gained from additional reading.  These papers should 
contain brief but thoughtful analysis of both our lectures and the reading. If you simply 
summarize what’s been said without analyzing and drawing thoughtful conclusions, your 
grade will be lowered. Remember this is a journalism class: So these brief papers must be 
well-written and free of errors. Each paper should be about 400 to 500 words.   
 
Reflection Papers 3 2 1 0 
Content Thoroughly 

summarizes reading + 
lecture, capturing key 
points from both. 

Addresses key 
points from either 
readings or lecture 
but not both. 

Fails to address key 
points from both 
reading and lecture. 
Or contains factual 
errors. 

No paper 

Analysis Relates readings + 
discussion to 
experience as student 
journalist/news 
reader. 

Weak or minimal 
analysis of material 
presented. 

Fails to analyze 
readings or lecture, 
simply repeats 
material. 

No paper 

Writing Clear + concise. Easy 
to follow.  Paper is 
well-written and 
edited. 

Writing is hard to 
follow in parts.  
Sentences are wordy 
and somewhat 
confusing. 

Writing is sloppy and 
disorganized. Hard 
to follow. Sentences 
are confusing. 

No paper 

Mechanics Welledited, with no 
grammar, style or   
spelling errors. 
Follows prescribed 
format, meets 
deadline. 

Between one and 
four mechanical 
errors or doesn’t 
follow prescribed 
format.  Turned in 
on due date but 
after class begins. 

More than four 
mechanical (style, 
spelling or 
grammar). Turned in  
later than day 
assignment is due. 

No paper 

Maximum points for each paper = 100 
12/12 = 100 
11/12 = 92 
10/12 = 83 
9/12 = 75 
8/12 = 67 
7/12 = 58 
 
 
 


